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bed, or couch, are much stronger temptations to a woman of fashion to recline a little than all the daisies and cowslips in a meadow.
Having thus briefly answered the arguments of my predecessor, or at least shown, that his care and concern were only calculated for the inferior part of the sex; I shall, now, humbly lay before those of superior rank the many " difficulties and dangers," to which the winter exposes them.
I believe I may take it for granted, that every fine woman, who comes to town in January, comes heartily tired both of the country and of her husband. The happy pair have yawned at one another at least ever since Michaelmas, and the two indivisible halves, of man and wife, have been exceedingly burdensome to each other. The lady, who has had full leisure most minutely to consider her other moiety, has either positively or comparatively found out, that he is by no means a pretty man, and meditates indemnification to herself, either by her return to the pretty man, or by enlisting one for the current service of the year. In these dispositions she opens the winter, but at the same time, with firm and steadfast purpose of not transgressing the bounds, or even violating the appearances of virtue. But, alas I how frail are all our best resolves I The lover appears first in the innocent form of value and esteem, his conversation is listened to with attention, and approved of: it grows frequent and particular; how can one help that ? Where is the harm of being distinguished by the friendship of a man of sense and fashion ? Can it be wondered at, that one converses more with him than with a thousand fools, that would be always plaguing one?